
I would like to hold workshops 
outside of the Richmond area.  If you 
would like to be the host site for a sum-
mer professional development academy, 
please let me know. 

SIRS and Gale training will also 
be held again in late winter and early 
spring.  Watch for details. 

One of the problems of being a 
school librarian is that often there is only 
one librarian in the building.  Frequently, 
there may only be one librarian (you) who 
works with a particular level within the 
district: only 1 middle school, or only 1 
high school).  This can lead to a feeling of 
isolation and frustration.  Blogs offer an 
opportunity to ‘talk’ with other profes-
sionals about concerns, successes, ah-haw 
moments, etc.  Just recently, Joyce 
Valenza’s blog  http://
joycevalenza.edublogs.org/ was recog-
nized as the best library/librarian web-
blog  by Edublog, http://edublogs.org/.   

I have started a blog for Vir-
ginia’s librarian to share at http://
admiral-charlie.edublogs.org/   
How is this different from this newslet-
ter?  The major difference is that in the 
Halyard, I do all the talking.  This blog 
allows you to do the talking.  I encourage 
you to visit and post your comments soon 

Welcome to 2006!  I hope that 
each of you had a relaxing and wonder-
ful winter break.  It does not seem possi-
ble that almost half of the school year 
has passed.  It won’t be long before it 
will be time for SOL tests to begin.  
January seems to fly by and Easter will 
arrive mid-April.   

Did you make any New Year’s 
resolutions?  I gave up making them 
several years ago.  Instead each day, I 
try to do something a little better than I 
did the day before.  In the long run, that 
is the best anyone can do.   

It has been a great year for 
school libraries in Virginia.  Debi Go-
forth being named as Virginia’s teacher 
of the year was certainly a highlight.  
Another stars were the reception re-
ceived by the Linking Libraries project 
at the VEMA conference, the Educa-
tional Technology Leadership confer-
ence, and at AASL.  We are also proud of 
being recognized by School Library Jour-
nal as one of their featured web sites.  
Recognition also came from a commen-
dation from AASL for the work we are 
doing to show the relationship between 
school library programs and academic 
achievement.  We also had several of our 
ranks publish in professional magazines 
and journals.   

Future plans include continu-
ing to build the lesson templates in 
Linking Libraries, posting resources 
that can be used to expand the existing 
resources, and a resource handbook on 
developing best practices for school li-
brary program administration.  This 
summer will bring at least one big work-
shop with a continued focus on building 
critical thinkers and designing questions 
that lead to authentic learning.   

Charlie’s Chatter 

Watch for these in 2006 

• Gale Training 

• SIRS Training 

• More Linking Libraries 
templates and activities 

• Building Critical Think-
ers workshops 

• Online training on Turbo 
Tools 

• Online/face to face train-
ing on i-Safe 
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What Happens In  
January? 
Martin Luther King Day 
Celebrations 
 
International Creativity 
Month 
 
National Hot Tea Month 
 
National Reaching Your 
Potential Month 
 
National Get Organized 
Month 
 
National Clean-up Your 
Computer Month 
 
Flower is Carnation 
 
Birthstone is Garnet 
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http://www.npr.org/templates/story/
story.php?storyId=4516989 

 The Library of Congress will 

host the national launch of the oral 

history project StoryCorps, created by 

award-winning National Public Radio 

documentary producer Dave Isay, from 

May 19 to May 28. Two MobileBooths 

in trailers will be stationed in front of 

the Library's James Madison Memorial 

Building at 101 Independence Ave. 

S.E., Washington, D.C. as the first stop 

in their one-year tour to collect stories 

of ordinary Americans from across the 

United States. 

 The oral histories that Story-

Corps collects will be given in digital 

form to the American Folklife Center at 

the Library of Congress, which has a 

statutory mandate to "preserve and 

present American folklife." StoryCorps 

is the first "born-digital" audio collec-

tion for the Center, the largest oral 

narrative collection in the nation. 

 In Washington, as in in every 

city and town where the visits will take 

place, about 100 interview slots are 

available at each of the two Mobile-

Booths. At each booth, a trained facili-

tator will help create a question list 

and handle the technical aspects of the 

recording. 
 
 
Do it yourself Story Corp 
http://storycorps.net/participate/do-it-
yourself_guide/ 
 
This project has excellent connection to 
the SOL. 

 
SOL Connections for English-
(Objectives from other core con-
tent areas can also be applied) 
Oral Language 

K.1 The student will demonstrate 
growth in the use of oral language. 

Listen to a variety of literary 
forms, including stories and po-
ems. 
Participate in choral speaking and 
recite short poems, rhymes, songs, 
and stories with repeated patterns. 
Participate in creative dramatics. 
Begin to discriminate between 
spoken sentences, words, and syl-
lables. 
Recognize rhyming words. 
Generate rhyming words in a 
rhyming pattern. 

 
1.1 The student will continue to dem-

onstrate growth in the use of oral 
language. 
Listen and respond to a variety of 
media, including books, audio-
tapes, videos, and other age-
appropriate materials. 
Tell and retell stories and events 
in logical order. 
Participate in a variety of oral 
language activities, including cho-
ral speaking and reciting short 
poems, rhymes, songs, and stories 
with repeated patterns. 
Express ideas orally in complete 
sentences. 

 
2.3 The student will use oral commu-

nication skills. 
Use oral language for different 
purposes: to inform, to persuade, 
and to entertain. 
Share stories or information orally 
with an audience. 
Participate as a contributor and 
leader in a group. 
Summarize information shared 
orally by others 

 
3.1 The student will use effective com-

munication skills in group activi-
ties. 
Listen attentively by making eye 

contact, facing the speaker, ask-
ing questions, and summarizing 
what is said. 

Ask and respond to questions from 
teachers and other group mem-
bers. 
Explain what has been learned. 

 
3.2 The student will present brief 

oral reports. 
Speak clearly. 
Use appropriate volume and pitch. 
Speak at an understandable rate. 
Organize ideas sequentially or 
around major points of informa-
tion. 
Use grammatically correct lan-
guage and specific vocabulary to 
communicate ideas. 
 

4.1 The student will oral presenta-
tions and reports. 
Use subject-related information 
and vocabulary. 
Listen to and record information. 
Organize information for clarity. 

 
5.1The student will listen, draw con-

clusions, and share responses in 
subject-related group learning 
activities. 
Participate in and contribute to 
discussions across content areas. 
Organize information to present 
reports of group activities. 
Summarize information gathered 
in group activities. 

 
5.3 The student will make planned 

oral presentations. 
Determine appropriate content for 
audience. 
Organize content sequentially or 
around major ideas. 
Summarize main points before or 
after presentation. 
Incorporate visual aids to support 
the presentation. 
Use grammatically correct lan-
guage and specific vocabulary. 

 
6.1 The student will analyze oral 

participation in small-group activi-
ties. 
Communicate as leader and con-

Story Corp 
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ration and delivery of oral reports. 
Evaluate effectiveness of group 
process in preparation and delivery 
of oral reports. 

 
11.1 The student will make informative 

and persuasive presentations. 
Gather and organize evidence to 
support a position. 
Present evidence clearly and con-
vincingly. 
Support and defend ideas in public 
forums. 
Use grammatically correct lan-
guage, including vocabulary appro-
priate to the topic, audience, and 
purpose. 

 
11.2 The student will analyze and 

evaluate informative and persua-
sive presentations. 
Critique the accuracy, relevance, 
and organization of evidence. 
Critique the clarity and effective-
ness of delivery. 

 
12.1 The student will make a 5 to 10 

minute formal oral presentation. 
Choose the purpose of the presen-
tation: to defend a position, to en-
tertain an audience, or to explain 
information. 
Use a well-structured narrative or 
logical argument. 
Use details, illustrations, statis-
tics, comparisons, and analogies to 
support purposes. 
Use visual aids or technology to 
support presentation. 
Use grammatically correct lan-
guage, including vocabulary appro-
priate to the topic, audience, and 
purpose. 

 
12.2 The student will evaluate formal 

presentations. 
Critique relationships among pur-
pose, audience, and content of 
presentations. 
Critique effectiveness of presenta-
tions 

 

tributor. 
Evaluate own contributions to dis-
cussions. 

Summarize and evaluate group 
activities. 
Analyze the effectiveness of par-
ticipant interactions. 

 
6.2 The student will listen critically 

and express opinions in oral pres-
entations. 
Distinguish between fact and opin-
ion. 
Compare and contrast viewpoints. 
Present a convincing argument. 
Paraphrase what is heard. 
Summarize what is heard. 
Use grammatically correct lan-
guage and vocabulary appropriate 
to audience, topic, and purpose. 

 
7.1 The student will give and seek 

information in conversations, in 
group discussions, and in oral pres-
entations. 
Use oral vocabulary and style ap-
propriate for listeners. 
Communicate ideas and informa-
tion orally in an organized and 
succinct manner. 
Ask probing questions to seek 
elaboration and clarification of 
ideas. 
Make supportive statements to 
communicate agreement with or 
acceptance of others’ ideas. 
Use grammatically correct lan-
guage and vocabulary appropriate 
to audience, topic, and purpose. 

 
7.2 The student will identify the rela-

tionship between a speaker’s ver-
bal and nonverbal messages. 
Use verbal communication skills, 
such as word choice, pitch, feeling, 
tone, and voice. 
Use nonverbal communication 
skills, such as eye contact, posture, 
and gestures. 
Compare/contrast a speaker’s ver-
bal and nonverbal messages. 

 
7.3 The student will describe persua-

sive messages in nonprint media, 

including television, radio, and 
video. 
Identify persuasive technique 
used. 
Distinguish between fact and 
opinion. 
Describe how word choice conveys 
viewpoint. 

 
8.1 The student will use interviewing 

techniques to gain information. 
Prepare and ask relevant ques-
tions for the interview. 
Make notes of responses. 
Compile and report responses. 
Evaluate the effectiveness of the 
interview. 

 
8.2 The student will develop and de-

liver oral presentations in groups 
and individually. 
Choose topic and purpose appro-
priate to the audience. 
Choose vocabulary and tone appro-
priate to the audience, topic, and 
purpose. 
Use appropriate verbal and non-
verbal presentation skills. 
Respond to audience questions and 
comments. 
Use grammatically correct lan-
guage. 
Critique oral presentations. 

 
9.2 The student will make planned 

oral presentations. 
Include definitions to increase 
clarity. 
Use relevant details to support 
main ideas. 
Illustrate main ideas through an-
ecdotes and examples. 
Cite information sources. 
Make impromptu responses to 
questions about presentation. 
Use grammatically correct lan-
guage, including vocabulary appro-
priate to the topic, audience, and 
purpose. 

 
10.2 The student will critique oral re-

ports of small-group learning ac-
tivities. 
Evaluate one’s own role in prepa-
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sponsible use of technology systems, 
information, and software. 
Understand the need for the school 
division’s acceptable use policy. 
Discuss the rationale of fair use and 
copyright regulations. 
Follow rules for personal safety when 
using the Internet. 
 
C/T 3-5.5 The student will demonstrate 
knowledge of technologies that support 
collaboration, personal pursuits, and 
productivity. 
Work collaboratively when using tech-
nology. 
Practice and communicate respect for 
people, equipment, and resources. 
Understand how technology expands 
opportunities for learning. 
 
C/T 6-8.3 The student will demonstrate 
knowledge of ethical, cultural, and so-
cietal issues related to technology. 
Demonstrate knowledge of current 
changes in information technologies. 
Explain the need for laws and policies 
to govern technology. 
Explore career opportunities in technol-
ogy related careers. 
 
C/T 6-8.4 The student will practice 
responsible use of technology systems, 
information, and software. 
Demonstrate the correct use of fair use 
and copyright regulations. 
Demonstrate compliance with the 
school division’s Acceptable Use Policy 
and other legal guidelines. 
 
C/T 6-8.5 The student will demonstrate 
knowledge of technologies that support 
collaboration, personal pursuits, and 
productivity. 
Work collaboratively and/or independ-
ently when using technology. 
Practice preventative maintenance of 
equipment, resources, and facilities. 
Explore the potential of the Internet as 
a means of personal learning and the 
respectful exchange of ideas and prod-

Internet Safety Issues 

ucts. 
 
C/T 9-12.3 The student will demon-
strate knowledge of ethical, cultural, 
and societal issues related to technol-
ogy. 
Assess the potential of information and 
technology to address personal and 
workplace needs. 
Demonstrate knowledge of electronic 
crimes such as viruses, pirating, and 
computer hacking. 
Explore and participate in online com-
munities, and online learning opportu-
nities. 
Identify the role that technology will 
play in future career opportunities. 
 
C/T 9-12.4 The student will practice 
responsible use of technology systems, 
information, and software. 
Adhere to fair use and copyright guide-
lines. 
Adhere to the school division’s Accept-
able Use Policy as well as other state 
and federal laws. 
Model respect for intellectual property. 
 
C/T 9-12.5 The student will demon-
strate knowledge of technologies that 
support collaboration, personal pur-
suits, and productivity. 
Respectfully collaborate with peers, 
experts, and others to contribute to an 
electronic community of learning. 
Model responsible use and respect for 
equipment, resources, and facilities. 
 
Information Literacy Skills for 
Internet Safety 
Standard 8:  
The student who contributes positively 
to the learning community and to soci-
ety is information literate and practices 
ethical behavior in regard to informa-
tion and information technology.  

 The Computer Technology 
Standards of Learning for grades K-12 
includes objectives for personal safety 
and awareness to the possible dangers 
inherent to use of the Internet.   Teach-
ers, students and their parents need to 
become savvy user of these resources. 
There are several great sites that can 
be used to develop lessons and activi-
ties to ensure that students meet not 
only the Virginia SOL but also the nine 
standards of Information Literacy  
Check out: 
http://www.getnetwise.org/ 
http://www.netsmartz.org/index.htm 
http://www.kidshealth.org/parent/
positive/family/net_safety.html 
http://www.familyguidebook.com/
aboutbooksubindex.html 
http://www.fbi.gov/publications/pguide/
pguidee.htm 
 
Social and Ethical Issues 
C/T K-2.3 The student will practice 
responsible use of technology systems, 
information, and software. 
Know the school’s rules for using com-
puters. 
Understand the importance of protect-
ing personal information or passwords. 
Understand the basic principles of the 
ownership of ideas. 
 
C/T K-2.4 The student will use technol-
ogy responsibly. 
Demonstrate respect for the rights of 
others while using computers. 
Understand the responsible use of 
equipment and resources. 
 
C/T 3-5.3 The student will demonstrate 
knowledge of ethical, cultural, and so-
cietal issues related to technology. 
Identify how technology has changed 
society in areas such as communica-
tions, transportation, and the economy. 
Discuss ethical behaviors when using 
information and technology. 
 
C/T 3-5.4 The student will practice re-
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We can not control the wind, but we can adjust the 
sails. 
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